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Nomenclature of the Chief Surface Currents of Jupiter. By 

A. Stanley Williams. 


The existence of a number of distinct surface currents upon the 
planet Jupiter is now very well known. In a paper published 
in the Monthly Notices , vol. lvi. p. 143, I enumerated nine such 
currents, most of which are permanent features of the planet. As 
it is often necessary to refer to the different currents, it is becom¬ 
ing increasingly desirable to have some simple designations by 
which to distinguish the most important of them. I therefore 
venture to suggest the following names. 

The most important current of all is undoubtedly the one 
occupying the equatorial regions of the planet. This is already 
well known as the Equatorial Current , Y* 

To the north of this lies the current IV., and since this falls 
to a great extent in the bright north tropical zone, it might con¬ 
veniently be termed the North Tropical Current . 

Further north is the narrow but remarkable current III., 
which, from its connection with the north temperate belt, might 
well be called the North Temperate Current. 

South of the equatorial belts we have the important current 
VIII., and as the south temperate belt is wholly included 
within its limits, this might be named the South Temperate 
Current. 

The somewhat swifter current IX., which lies south of the 
last one, might be called the Southern Current. 


S. 
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The chief surface currents of Jupiter. 

* The Koman numerals are those affixed to the different currents in the 
paper above referred to. 
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The accompanying diagram will illustrate clearly the nomen¬ 
clature here proposed. One half of the diagram shows the 
positions of the more important and permanent belts, whilst on 
the other half the approximate limits of the chief currents are 
indicated, with the suggested names. 

The boundaries or limits of some of the currents vary, how¬ 
ever, from time to time with respect to the belts, so that they 
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